Through a Gender Lens

EXAMINING OUR OWN PROJECTS

Review your own project and use the following questions as a checklist. Be prepared to report on any potential negative social consequences of your current project and how you plan to change or strengthen it.

1. Objective of your project.

2. Describe any male involvement.

3. Beyond the immediate result, how does your project affect each sex?  If your project succeeds in reaching its objectives, how will each sex be affected over the long term?

4. Is your project promoting partnerships and communications between the sexes?

5. Is your project fostering men’s sense of responsibility for sex and reproduction?

6. How does your objective affect power relations?

7. Does the project perpetuate any gender stereotypes related to gender inequity?  How?

DO WE WANT TO ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 8-12, 15-16 DIRECTLY?  I DON’T WANT TO BE TOO SUBTLE OR THEY MAY MISS THESE POINTS IN ANALYZING THEIR PROJECTS.  SEE WHAT YOU THINK.

8. Does your project support a subordinate or disempowered role for women? How?

9. Does your project perpetuate patriarchal views? How?

10. Does the project perpetuate or strengthen inequity in power relationships and decision-making?  How?

11. Does your project assume that women hold greater RH responsibility than men? How?

12. Does your project recognize the sexuality of men and ignore the sexuality of women? How?

13. Does your project recognize the needs and feelings of men as well as of women? How?

14. Does your project promote positive male role models? How?

15. Does your project increase tensions between men and women that might result in more violence against women? How?

16. Does your project support high-risk behaviour among men? How?

17. Does your project promote gender equity and partnerships in RH decisions? How?

18. Does the project in any way transform gender relations and inequities?  How?

19. Do you see any long-term negative social consequences for men? Describe.

20. Do you see any long-term negative social consequences for women? Describe.

21. Describe how you plan to change or strengthen your project as a result of what you have learned.

