GENDER FACTS & FIGURES IN REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH

Family Planning Facts:

· 1 of 4 married women has an unmet need for contraception.

· 3 of 7 pregnancies in the world are unintended.

· Unintended pregnancies are more likely to end in abortion, which is illegal or unsafe in much of the world. 

· Nearly 70,000 women die each year through unsafe abortions.

· Preventing unintended pregnancies can reduce the number of material deaths through unsafe abortions and the risks of pregnancy and birth.  

· Among women using contraception, about 1 of 4 is relying on a method used by their male partner.

· Use of male methods of contraception, including condoms and vasectomy, is declining worldwide. 

· Male methods of contraception account for only 26% of all methods, while female methods account for 74% of all methods. 

· Female sterilization accounts for 33% of all methods; male vasectomy for 7% of all methods. 

Sexuality Facts:

· In most cultures, women’s sexual pleasure is subordinated to men’s and regarded as less important.

· Men are widely encouraged to gain sexual experience, while women are discouraged from being knowledgeable.

· In many cultures, it is inappropriate for women to take the initiative sexually.

· People who are attracted to or have sexual relations with members of the same sex are discriminated against in virtually every country of the world.
STI Facts:

· Boys are more likely to engage in unprotected sex.

· Boys with STIs are often asymtomatic or use self-treatment.

· 333 million new STI cases each year of the 4 major curable STIs. 

· Untreated STIs increase risk of HIV.

· 50% of all new HIV infections occur to those under age 25. 

· 6 of 10 newly HIV-infected people are women. 

· Women are 4 times more likely to contract HIV and other STDs. 

Safe Motherhood Facts:

· There are 585,000 pregnancy-related maternal deaths per year, mostly preventable.

· Very early pregnancy and female genital cutting contribute to obstructed labor.  Obstructed labor leads to obstetric fistula and increased maternal morbidity and mortality. (www.unfpa.org/issues/factsheets/fistula_defining.htm)

· Causes of maternal mortality include severe bleeding (25%), infection (15%), eclampsia (12%), unsafe abortion (12%), and obstructed labor (8%).

· The effects of maternal morbidity include physical disability, obstetric fistula,  psychological trauma, social isolation, infertility, increased caregiving responsibilities, and reduced economic productivity.

· The risk of dying from maternal causes in Western Europe is 1 in 4000; in sub-Saharan Africa, it is 1 in 16.

· More than 2 million women have an obstructive fistula, a condition virtually unknown in the developed world since the early 1900s.  Fistula is seen as such a social stigma that women often never seek treatment.

Violence Against Women Facts:

· Violence includes physical, sexual and psychological violence.

· Since Cairo, female genital cutting has been understood as a form of violence against women.

· As many as 1 of 4 women is physically abused during pregnancy.

· 1 of 3 women is a victim of domestic violence.

· In a wide range of countries, 10-67% of women have been physically assaulted by an intimate male partner.

· Sexual and domestic violence accounts for 5-16% of the healthy years of life lost to women and contribute directly to physical and mental illness and death..

