
What Is Advocacy?
Supplemental Background Notes

Within the maternal
health arena, advocacy
networks might choose to
focus on national-level
efforts, such as devel-
opment of a national safe
motherhood policy, or
community-based efforts,
such as creation of 
an emergency transport
mechanism in a rural
village. 

Modifications to Activities

What Is Advocacy?
O Invite an expert speaker who has knowledge of maternal health issues

to present information on advocacy efforts in the given country. This
person could be a
community member,
midwife, or other
practitioner, or member of
an NGO working in
maternal health. You could
also invite an activist with
experience lobbying the
government on maternal
health issues. Make sure
the speaker you invite is
familiar with maternal
health advocacy and clearly
describes what makes
advocating for maternal
health different from
advocating for other
reproductive health issues.

Defining Advocacy
O Proceed as instructed in the

manual.

Steps in the Advocacy Process
O Proceed as instructed in the manual.
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In India, the White Ribbon Alliance’s advocacy activities
included art contests, micro-loan funds for women,
seminar camps, rallies, and films focusing on safe
motherhood to coincide with the International Women’s
Day. Television spots on safe motherhood, supported by
UNFPA, were aired. More than 200 representatives of the
press attended a media conference. A panel of
representatives from the MOH, WHO, UNICEF,
UNFPA, the Federation of Ob-Gyns, and others
presented information on key actions to achieve safe
motherhood. 

The Adolescent Project (TAP) in Nigeria
integrated White Ribbon Alliance activities
into a campaign to raise awareness, change
current policy on adolescent reproductive
health, ensure adolescent sensitive
legislation, and, in the long run, reduce
maternal and infant mortality. The
campaign, “Childbearing is a gift: dying is
not the price,” organized a float parade with
the theme of safe motherhood. The governor
was decorated with the white ribbon on
International Women’s Day, and
community members wore traditional green
scarves to symbolize safe motherhood.
Members visited the island of Bonny where
his Royal Highness, The King of Bonny,
pledged his support and stated, “Everything
done in Bonny is always a success and this
campaign will also be a success.”

ACTIVITY 1

ACTIVITY 2

ACTIVITY 3



Advocacy and Related Concepts
O Proceed as instructed in the manual. Give one maternal health-specific

example of the difference between maternal health advocacy and the
other concepts presented (IEC, PR, Community Mobilization).
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